
 

 

The Conservancy is celebrating the successful hatch 
of four Bronze-winged Ducks (Speculanas specularis), a first 
breeding success for our facility.  The species is very scarce in 
zoos and aviaries with less than 40 individuals remaining in 
North America.  Finding a genetically diverse and 
compatible pair took several years and ultimately resulted 
with a U.S.-bred male bonding with a female from European 
parentage.  The ducklings are being hand-raised in the 
Conservancyõs rearing barn where their food intake can be 
monitored to ensure they get off to the right start.  In 
addition to the supervision of Conservancy staff, the 
ducklings also have the support of òteacheró ducklings to 
show them where and what to eat.  Teacher ducklings are 

ducklings of comparable size that are already self-feeding. 

Bronze-winged Ducks are native to the Andean 
lowlands of southern Argentina and Chile. They are considered near-threatened with a population of less than ten 

thousand individuals.  Predation by introduced American mink, human 
disturbance, and aquaculture practices in their wetland habitats all 

pose a risk to the small wild population. 

 Another exciting development this spring is the first nesting of 
Abyssinian Blue-winged Geese, another rare species new to the 
Conservancy.  LRWC imported two pairs from European zoos in early 
2012, and one pair quickly settled in to their new surroundings and 
began to nest.  While too early to determine fertility, the pair has 
been observed mating and we are hopeful weõll successfully rear the 
species this season.  The other pair has also recently become territorial 
and may nest this year as 

well. 

 

Blue-winged Geese are endemic to the highlands of Ethiopia in west 
central Africa.  They are considered vulnerable to extinction because of 
trapping and habitat loss in their limited range. Human activities have 
reduced the wild population to less than ten thousand birds.  The species 
suffers from inbreeding in North American aviculture and is poorly 
represented.  A successful hatch of these rare geese would be a step 
towards revitalizing the species in American aviculture.  Once fully grown,  
the birds will remain at the Conservancy or become part of breeding and 

education displays at other aviaries around the world.  
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     Spring is a busy time for the waterfowl (and staff) at 
the Conservancy.  Many of our ducks, geese, and swans 
begin nesting in late March and early April and the 
efforts of the aviary staff turn to providing breeding 
birds with nesting sites, material, and environment to 
ensure successful reproduction.  Each species has its own 
particular nesting season and preferences, and meeting 
all of the species-specific needs at the right time requires 
a ôfeathered thumbõ of sorts. 
     Some of the Conservancyõs birds hail from the southern 
hemisphere, and despite multiple generations of ancestors 
being bred in captivity in the northern hemisphere, their 

nesting is still synchronized with the seasons of their native 
lands.  This is particularly true of Australian species like 
our pair of Cereopsis Geese who built a nest and laid 
eggs in late November.  Other Australian species at 
LRWC, like Black Swans and Australian Wood Ducks, will 
also lay eggs in the fall. 
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A female Common Merganser solicits a male to mate 
by laying flat on the surface of the water  

A female Trumpeter Swan collects material for her nest  

SELF-GUIDED  TOURS AT  THE  CONSERVANCY   

A male King Eider guards his sleeping mate  

 Weõve been working hard to make the Conservancy more accessible to our members and friends in the          

community.  With new waterfowl identification and information panels and stone benches, weõve created an educational 

and entertaining way to spend a morning or afternoon with the birds. Come enjoy the birds at your leisure and visit the 

rearing barn to see the recent hatchlings. Thereõs something new every time you visit! 

 Starting July 1st,  the Conservancy will be open for visitation Fridays and Sundays (excluding holidays), from 

10am to 4pm.  As an added benefit to LRWC members, self-guided tours during regular visiting hours are free!  For non-

members, admission is $10.00 per adult, which includes access for one child under 12.  Additional children are $5.00 

each.  Field trips, group outings and photography passes are available by appointment.  Please contact the Conservancy 

office for more information.  

55 Duck Pond Road, P.O. Box 210 

Litchfield, CT  06759 

(860) 567-2062/Fax: (860) 567-4369 



 

 

P A G E  3  

Visit our website at www.lrwc.net 

     Fortunately, most of the birds at LRWC are aware of 
the lengthening days and warming weather of the 
Connecticut spring when they begin to nest.  Even most 
African and South American species nest in the months of 
April and May.  Providing each species with a suitable nest 
site is important, and weõve designed an array of wooden 
boxes to meet their diverse needs.  Some species prefer 
slatted boxes that allow them to peek out, while others like  
more concealment in the form of a long tunnel-like box.  
Some species avoid artificial nest structures entirely and 
nest in the thick cover of lilies or make nests out of piles of 
material we provide.  While nest preferences are similar 
from year to year, nest location varies.  What was suitable 
in 2011 may not be in 2012 so as a rule of thumb we 
provide each pair with at least two potential nest sites. 
     Once a nest site has been selected and eggs have 

been laid, we allow the female to naturally incubate her 
eggs for at least a week.  Some birds are more reliable 
incubators than others, and occasionally a bird will abandon 
a nest prior to hatch.  For those situations, we have incubators 
warmed up and ready to take over the role of mother.   The 
eggs of most species develop successfully in an artificial 
incubator, but for those species which are more delicate we 
use the old standby: a broody chicken.  Despite all the 
advances in incubator technology, itõs hard to beat the 
success of natural incubation by a real bird. 
     As eggs begin to hatch, they are moved into a 
specialized incubator called a hatcher.  The hatcher has a 
slightly lower temperature and higher humidity than the 

primary incubators, which provides an optimal environment 
for successful hatching.  Once a hatchling has escaped from 
the shell the bird is moved to another incubator called a 
fluffer.  The low humidity level in the fluffer allows the 
hatchling to dry and acclimate within six to twelve hours.   
Dry hatchlings are finally moved  to a brooder where they 
get their first access to water and food. 
      Just as adult waterfowl have diets that vary by species; 
the diets of hatchlings are also different.  The primary diet 
for all young birds is a commercial waterfowl starter food 
that is supplemented with finely chopped hardboiled eggs.  
Protein is important to growing ducklings, and they readily 
take to the egg texture and taste.  Depending on the species, 
other culinary delights are added, including: chopped lettuce, 
mealworms, live fish, krill, bloodworms and even fish-flavored 
jello!  Hatchlings are weighed and monitored for growth to 
ensure they are healthy, and special attention is paid to 
species known to be finicky eaters. 

If youõd like to learn more, visit the Avian Update on 
the Members Only section of the LRWC website.  There youõll 
find the recent aviary happenings and information on whatõs 
hatching.  Please also visit us in person during the breeding 
season to see all the activity for yourself! 
      

A Puna Teal and her recently hatched duckling inside a nest 
box at the Conservancy  

Red-breasted goslings, ready for the brooder 

A female Hawaiian (Nene) Goose incubates her eggs in a 
slatted nest box  

SPRING  IN  THE  AVIARIES      


