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The mession of the Sanctuary is to conserve rare and endangered species of waleofow! through propogation, amd through research and

edecarion to promate the conservation of waterfond ard their habitals.,

RECENT EVENTS AND FUTURE PLANS

998 was a busy year for us as we continued o invest in
pperading the Sanciuary nfrastructure’ We tore down an ald
barn which had been on the place for decades and built o new
and enlarged oy on is foundation, The design was based
o our need for raising waterfowl and incorporates some of the
most modern features that we have seen in the US and England,
In addition we upgraded another pen, utilizing the same design
developed last vear, in order 1o successfully withstand the harsh
sionw and e of a seuthern Mew England winter,

During [99%, we are working on plans o develop a sccomnd
barn into an administrative Facility which could be vsed 1o host
visitors. Formerly, a large daivy bam, this space has been used
for incubating cgas, reaning young birds, and sheltering larger
birds such as African Crown Cranes in winter, i our plan for
renovation is successful, we hope 1o build an onentation center
e provide wvisitors with information on the Sanctuary.
Addcditionally, we hope w have exhubats and materials w educate
visiters on the rare walerfowl species bemg rased ol the
Sanctuary. Over lime we may be able to offer housing to intermns
o volunteers completing rescarch at the Sanciuary.
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New barn for raising voung Sieds

EnucaTional EFFORTS

Far many years members of the Awdubon Socicry, numenons
school groups and others interested in birds have visited our
Sancluary, Our goal Iias been 1o intrecdics visitors o the many
interesting and beautiful species of waterfow! and o our eflons
e conserve some of the rare and endangered species, During
1998, aver 200 people visited the Sanciwary.

Hiack Xweans from Ausiralia

SwWaNS

Civer the last several vears, the Sancuary has begun to raise
an increasing number of species of swans. To our knowledge
towlity, there is no place in the world where people can see all of
the species. Currently, we have seven species of swans and
have been working e breed them, During 1998, we raised three
young Whooper Swans and increased our representation of
Trompeter Swans o four pairs, This year we have raised seven
young Whooper Swuns, four young Black Swans and Tour
Mute Swans. In addition two pairs of our Trumpeter Swans
have laid seven egegs and all seven pairs of our Coscoroba
Sweans have mewde mests, The only swan species which has
never produced eges for us is the Whistler Swan, Next year we
will attempt to re-create the Whistler's native breeding
condiions by using outdoor flocd lights,

Swans are beautiful birds which can be easily recogmzed by
the features that make them so well adaped o their aquatic
lifestvle. Yirtually all of the species have long graceful necks
which exceed the length of their torse and allow them w0 reach
therr pnmary food, aguatic vegetation. Swans can feed ar a
depth unaitainable w all piher waterfowl except for the diving
ducks.

Taxonomists have long recognized the unigueness of this
genus vy or Cveenind and classified them separately from
their closest relatives-—--the fumily of geese amd the family of
ducks. Swans share behavioral characieristics with geese,



such as their closely knit family life, and there 1= one species,
the Coscoroba, formally classified in its own genus, that pro-
vides a link herween swans and ducks.

There has been much debate on the exact numbier of species
of swans. Some species are clearly recognized and differentiated,
while others may be sub-specics inhabiting separate geographics,

The most well known species is the Mute Swan or Cygeues
ofor of Burope which has well-gstablished feral populations in
the LIS, This 15 the tradinonal garden swan which is all white
and has a graceful, S-shaped neck. The Mute Swan i large and
has a black frontal knob and orange bill and is known For 16
proteclive, somewhat aggressive behavior.

The Black Swan Cygnus attratus of Australia is completely
black with white flight feathers and a cherry-red bill that has a
stiark white band across i This is the only species that mests i
colonics and shares the daty of incubation with its mate. In Fact
Black Swans appear to make devoted pairs and exhibit a won-
derful musical call.

The Black-necked Swan or O melanocoryphos 15 indige-
nowus o seuthern South America and is one of our favontes. It

is fairly unusnal to see in captivity in North America but cin be
readily distinguished by its white body, black neck and blue hill
which has a red knob on top. These swans possess an unusuoal
stunt of white feathers starting from the knob on the ball and
passing around the eye and disappearing 10 a point just above
the ear. Their calls resemble the notes of o Mute.
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Black-necked Swaes front Sonth America

The last species of swans indigenous 10 South America 1s
the Coscoroba or Coscoraba cascorata, This is the smallest of
the swan species and is complerely white except for black lips
on the fight feathers. These swans have rose pink bills and
matching legs which are unusually long For @ swan. In all swans
the males and females are identically marked except for the
Coscoroba. The adult male or cob has a white inis; wherzas, the
adult female or pen’s iris is brown.

The remaining swans are from the norhern part of the
globe, The Trumpeter Swan or tMar buccinator s native To
Morh Amerca and s oae of the largest flying birds in the
world, Tt is distinguished by an exceedingly loud call and hence
itz nume. These swans are white with black bills and black feet.
Trempeters once covered much of North America, hut due to
over-hunting they have been reduced to only a small fraction of
their former territory, They have rebounded in centain arcas of
the TLE., after having been given profection by the U5,
government as an endangered specics.
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The Whooper Swan or C. cyvgnus is the Palacarctic cousin of
the Trumpeter Swan. It is smaller than its ¢cousin with a pre-
dominately vellow bill. The fromt tip of the bill displays a vary-
ing amount of black with individuals being distinguishable
from each other by the pattern on the bill.

The remaining three types of swans have been the subject of
a lonostunding debane. T the past each type was classified as a
distinet specics: the Whisthng Swean Cygenes columdianus, U
Bewick's Swan C. fewicki and the Jankowski's Swan C
Jankowskii, although teday it is increasingly common for peo-
ple to gronp these three species wgether. The Whistling Swan
iz similar to the Trempeter Swan in color, bot it i& smaller with
a yellow tear drop near the eye next (o the bill, These swins
have a soft melodious call, Whistlers breed in northern Alaska
and cross the continent to winter along the Chesapeake Hay.
The Bewick's Swan i3 a diminotive counterpart of the Whooper
Swan that winters in Europe. The Jankowski Swan is very sim-
ilar o the Bewick's Swan except it is larger and it winfers on
the east coast of Asia. Both the Bewick’s Swan and the
Tankowski breed in Arctic Sibena

S0 are there seven, eight or nine specics of swans? While no
cne has an answer wday, we ane raising the seven most differ-
entiated swan species here at the LEWS and hope you'll come
see them!



A padiv of Whisiding Swans

Tours

This year we will onee again be open for public visits with
small tours conducted on Saturdavs during the month of July.
If you arc interested, please join us at the large gray bam (sec-
ond driveway on the right if you turn onto Duck Pond Road
from Hrush Hill Eoad) at 1 Duck Pond Koad at 1345 pm.
Admission is 5600 per person with children under 12 vears old
free, Next vear, tours will be ziven on Saturdays at 2:00 pm
during the months of June and July. We look forward 1o seeing
yoru!

Historicar NoTEs

Since the 19400 D and Mrs, 5. Dillon Ripley have been
responsible for brnging many species of watecfowl into the
United States amd successtully bresding numerous rane or
endangered species, Freguently, if they had locaed myone than
a single pair, the birds were shared and sent to zoos and other
aviculral instilutions, Species such as the Siberian Red-breasied
Giooss which today con be enjoved and appreciated by people
in the U5 are doe o the elfors of ths well-matched couple,

Oine bighly unusval species, the Double-wattled Cassowary
fromm northerm Awsiradin angd Mew Guoines, was ntrodoced o
Morth America by the Riplevs, This species is a throwback to
the tme of e dinosaors and is noted for s siee, muscolaien:
and primitive foul temper, The Cassowary stands approximate-
Iv 4-5 feet wall, and resembles a small osieich, b for the boay
carapace on its head. Cassowarics have five long, sharp black
feather qualls which can act as Jethal spears in what remains of
the former flight feathers. The inner of the three toenails grows
1o several inches and serves o thrash its owner’s way through
its native rain-forest jungle but can also be used as defense
weaponry usially by the female when corncred and provaked.
Females are considerably lurger and more apgressive than their
male counterparts and (elerate them only during the breeding
season. Adler mating with the dominant male in whose ermory

she 15 passing through, the female will By a small cluich of
cggs which is incubated by the male. Males also rear the young
while aveiding the wandering, adult ferales.

The Ripleys™ adventures with Cassowaries started with a
single egg given o them in 19063 on one of several trips o New
Cromea. The Tragide dack-green, two pound ege survived the
long trip from the southem hemisphere to the northern hemi-
sphere, & much longer trp then and snll a long trip teday, Ader
foriy-three days in incubation, the cgg hatched at the Sanctuary
o Duck Pond Bead in Lichfeld, The vividly siriped chick
grew into a large, glossy, black hird adorned with an off-yellow
crown, two vivid red wattles and a cobalt bloe sund green Face,

Once matured, this fomale Cassowary unknowingly was
givenr the masculine pame of “"Kong™ because of her size,
strength and agpressive - behavior. However, when  she
was fully grown, she hecame so aggressive that the Ripleys
domared Ber 100 o0, Evenmually, e zoo located 1 young male
from  Burope, and the paic went on e breed and produce
several young over the course of many vears.

Today, Cassowaries are rare and endangered in norhem
Auvstralia where efforis are being made to breed them in cap-
tivity. Becently, the Sanciuary has had dve great luck w ind and
procure 3 voung female descended from Kong and an additional
young male of European lineage. We are locking forwand o
breeding this pair and hopefully raising a young one!

Dioghle-wartled Cossawary



The logo of a Nonh American Wood Duck on our
letterhead was taken from 5. Dillon Ripley’s book A
Paddling of Ducks. This species has a lile known
history which includes Litchfield. Connecticur. Around
ithe turn of the cenmry, the Wood Duck suffersd a severe
decline due o extensive hunting. Threatened with
extinction, a naturalist, Alain White, who founded the
White Memonal Foundation in Litchfield worked
extensively to re-estzblish the Wood Duck in the wild. He
learmed how 1o keep, breed and raise Wood Ducks in
captivity and then released them into the wild. Today, a

healthy wild population exists in Connecticut, and thene
is no longer a need 1w breed them in captivity. The
Sancioary chose the Wood Duck for our letterhead as a
symbol of the resilience of nature and as a symbol for the
Wirnd Dok successiul re-establishment of endangered species right

here in Litchiield.

LL.EW.A

Duck Pond Boad

PO Box 210

Litchfield, CT 067 39-02110
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5 S S Yes! | would like 1o support the LLEW.S. by becommg a member.
i Directions to LR.W.ES. from the center of
Lilchfickl: Mame ey
ing the conter of town, proceed brough the second Auddress S —
tralfic light at the orersecimn with Wil Read
ijust past Stop & Shop shopping center on lefiy.

Travel 6 miles past wslfie Hghi and ake second

right at Brush Hill Road. Turm tght a first diee.
road on right next fo stone walil Peck Pomd Boad, RS, - Wouord Duck L5, - Ross" Snow Goose
proceed o second drveway with a ped barm on the
ﬂﬂt%wiﬂmuﬂ:wmuﬁdm#m  Riod, - Mene ) L1000, - Trumpeier Swan
Drock Pond Eoad.

. e 23040, - Siberian Red-breast Chher
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