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RECENT EVYENTS

L1099 was a busy and productive vear for the Livingston
Ripley Waterfow] Sanclvary, Owr new barn has been (tted up
for hatching and rearing voung waterTowl, amd our three incu-
bators have been properly installed for the spring laying sea-
son. We have converted the bam's second story into pens for
the African Crown Cranes and the Demoiselle Cranes, and it
has proven (o be an airy, vet warm, refreat for them doring
Connecticnt's long winfer, We alzo added a second winterized
pen last year, otilizing our innovative design 1o protect the
bards in the event of a heavy, wy snowlall, While these twa
new winterized pens have vet to be tested, we believe they will
sland the test very well -

BREEDING RESULTS

Last vear and the early results from this season have also
been productive in raising new young bicds, and we are very
pleased so far. Among the most exciting news is that we have
raised a silver mutation of the Black Swan, which is a first i
the history of the Sanciary, We also have hatched seven young
Laysan Teal, one of three endanzered species that we work
with here at the Sanctoary, Mative o Laysan Bsland in the
Pacilic, this spectes was reduced o only seven individoals by
[912 becavse of massive habitat destruction cavsed by the
introduction of rabbits to the island some vears carlier. Today,
the population is estimated af wnder 000 individuals,

CHher swecesslul hatches this yvear meclude, among olhecs,
I3 Black Swans, & Whooper Swans, 5 Emperor Geese, 3 Eider
Ducks, 3 Smews, and 2 Nonh American Ruddy Ducks!

Wer heners vl sotee g bieds

DEVELOPMENT OF A STRATEGIC PLAN

Last vear the Board of the Sancmary decided fo hire & con-
sultant 1o ass181 them in seting the direction for fhe futere
O of the chotces the Board 15 trying o balance 55 how o
mizke the Sanciuary more sccessible to a larger number of peo-
ple in a manner which is compatible to raising, breeding. and
conserving rare waterfowl,

e step that wee underneok st vear was the development
of our first website, That goal has been achieved and you can
now access the sie ot wwaednesore. We believe that main-
maining an active, up-to-date website s a fimst slep owarnds
brosdening our outreach inoa wseful, informatyve manner with-
out strnming cur avian or human resources.

Another decision we are considering as part of our long-
term planming effort is whetler (o migrate the foows of the eol-
lection from birds that were primanily of interest e the founder
of the Sanctuary, 5. Dillon Ripley. w a collection that may be
maore locused on species currently endangered or rare i cap-
tivity. We already have o number of these species, such as the
Laysan Teal, the Mene Goose, the Cassowary, and the blue
phase of the Ross' s Goase. We also want to continue our work
with swans, which thrive in the open spaces of the Sanciuary.

Addivomally, the Sanclweary 1= beginning a search 1w fill 2
new pesition of Executive Director (0 assisl us m growing and
developing the Sanctuary for the future. Among the Director's
management responsibilities will be 1o help the Sancluary
expand its public outreach programs and fundraising efforts.



VISITORS AND PUBLICITY

Druring 1999, we had more visitors than usual with over 300
people visiting the Sanctuary. 'We have also had more public-
ity than usual with an article appearing in the November issue
of Housatonic Home, an inserl ina nember of pewspapers in
northwestern Connecticut, and ancther in the Tuly issue of
Connecticn Magazine.

A new tour guade has been compiled as part of our effon o
expand our vatreach program so that additional tours can be
given. We hope o make greater use of volunteers in the future
o give guided tours of the Sanctuary.

RECEIPT OF First LONG-TERM GRANT

One of the most exciting events of 1999 was the receipt of
a sizable three-vear prant of 545000, which came from the
Marilyn M. Simpson Charitable Trust. Manlyn Simpson was a
argal friend of Mary and [illon Ripley and @ committed ani-
mal enthusigst, We are extremely grateful to the Board of the
Marilyn M. Simpson Trust for this generous gt and are enthu-
sinatic about how we can utilize this gift o achieve the mission
of the Sanctuary, Over the next year, we hope to use the money
to continue 1o make improvements to the infrastructure of the
Sanctuary in order to accommadpte a larger number af visitors,

CONTRIBUTORS (1998 10 present)

Mumerous people have generously given us limancial assis-
tnee. We would like o recognize and acknowledge publicly
cur fnends and supponers, who are listed below,
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PECIES EVOLUTION

by Mike Bean, Avian Direcior

Man has had a lomg relationship with the swan species of
the world, His interaction with these birds has pol only had a
major impact on their population, but has also played a role in
theeir evolution. OF the seven swan specics, fenelic imolanans
have been identified in three: the Trumpeter Swan, Cvins
cvgnus buccinator;, e Black Swan, Cyguus atrans: and the
Mute Swan, Cvgews oler While these genetic mutations
occurred naturally, man has alffected all three,

The Nomh American Trumpeter Swan once spanned he
continent from coast o const,  In the E00s and eary 1800,
they were hunted to near extinetion for the heauty of their
feathers and Tor their meat, Only a few pockets of birds man-
aged to escape man's ruthless onslaught, One small pocket wis
found in Yellowstone Matonal Park in the 1940's, while anoth-
er, larger one, was later discovered in Alaska.

The Yellowstone birds were left alomne omn the protected Land,
Erise 1o the small number of birds v the group, in-breeding
began wo oocur, This gene pool promoted the development of
pink feer, a recessive genetic wait, and the bind hes become
kniwn as the Leusistic Trumpeter. The term Leusistic is i gen-
eral term used to describe partial albinism, Ruth Shea, head of
the U5, Fish and Wildlife Yellowstone Trumpeter Swan
Relocation Project, has stated that "abou) one in one hundred
rumpeters arg pink-footed.” )

Shea has relocated some of the Trumpeters, along with
some of the Levsistic ones, from Yellowstone National Park o
olher previeusly inbabited areas of the West in order Lo

A paie of Vellowstore Trimpeters



decrease the hazands that come with having the population
exist only in one place, Alaskan Trompeters have been impon-
ed toomate with the Yellowstone Swans,  Thess swans do not
carey the Lensiste trait, This cross-breeding will not eradicane
the trait, but will force it back into hiding.
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A pair eyl Black Svwans - silver mafaiion in foregroumd

The Australion Black Swan is a sight that is not easily for-
gotten. Few creatures carry such a blend of both elegance and
menace, In 1697, the rst birds were brought [rom Avstralia
e Burope,  Since then, the prolific Black Swans have been
bred extensively i caplivity. [t was moed undil the carly pwenti-
eth century that the first mutation appeared; This was asilver-
ciodored bird that was reared by Jean Delacour of France (G
world-Gunous orpbologzist amd long-time Toemd of 5. Dillen
Eipleyd, His first individuals weere destrosed i World War 1L
After re-cstablishing his collection, he continued 1o breed and
raise these unusnal swans,

In the last thimy-five years, not much bas occureed with this
mptation, There are several birds alive weday that are descen-
dants of Delacour's mutations. Here at the Sanctuary we have
a single adult example of this very rare bird, and this year we
have hatched our first young one. 1t is olive-colored, like other
cygnets, but will fwrn a light blue-gray when matee, with the
cobs (males) being a netably lighter shade than ihe pens

There are few who have never seen the enthralling specta-
cle of a Mute Swan floating on water. [L s by [ar the moest
wide-spread species of swan in the world, These swans are 2
mittive of Europe, with the most abundamt popalation found in
England. They are often called the Foval Muote Swan because,
today in England, they are considered the propeny of the

Crown, Howewver, it was not always this way, The swans were
aften found gracimg Britsh dinner tables. The younger birds
wiere the most sought after for their meat, which s very tender.
I their first vear, young Mo Swans are gray, and these gray
quveniles were the most desirable for hunters.

Al some point, through genetic muotation, there appearcd a
sex-linked, recessive white cvgner. The juveniles with. this
abnormal frait never featherod ont with gray feathers, This
miation began te zaim g sironghobd, siee these juvemles were
overlooked by hunters who thowght the birds were adulis and
left them o grow up and pass along the new genetic trait o
their offspring. These swans came 10 be known as the "Polish
Mutes", which alse have a brighter orange bill and light-col-
ared feer,

Under namecal ciecumstances, the single gene tran shoold
have had o disadvantage i survival; the more visible cyenels
should have been easier pray than their gray companions. Phue
o the intervention of man, however, the single gene has estab-
lished iself o surprisingly large mumbers.

The Mute Swan mutation is the best example of man's effect
on swans, thoggh in all three cases man has had signilicant
impact on these populations, 1o the case of the Trumpeer
Swans, man's hunting limited the birds” numbers, allowing
recessIve renes 10 appear i larger numbers than they waoold
hawis if the swans had been left undisturbed. Inothe mutation of
the Black Swans, man bred the binds in'zaptivity 0 an cxient
that allowed the new trait to pass from gencration to genera-
tien. Hunting also affected the Mule Swan, in which cenain
genes were promoled by selection wisen, under pormal cir
cumstanees, they should have had o survival dissdvantagze,
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Asowe consider the stories of these three muotations, 1l
should be evident that as long as man exists on this planct, we
will continue o affect the evolution of other specics. Dare we
hope that as the pew millennium progresses, hiwman beings
iy Bive an increasingly positive influence on species’ evolu-
tion?
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This paintng af three Trompeter Swams n fight by Yesor Bakhon, one of the Gcnnest Bussian paonters of wildlide, Sign up asa 'I'|1.'II:|I-|:'l:'I:-:'!' Swam member and
pecnive iz ol vy SO0 @l s Beaanful, sggned, Timvesd-cdition prnts, Unsagned colee paints s avallable wath a Sibeman Bed-freast membership (2000, and 2
colon posser vorsion is avadlalde witl a Mene mensbeship (51000 A setof wn nowecards is weallzble in Black and whing For $1500, S helpw for degils

LRSS,

Pek Pond Road

MO Box 210

Litchfield, O (a7 5502 140

Address Comrection Eeguested

| “Tours are available in June and July an 2200 pm.
The cost is 58,00 per person and children under

| 12 are froe. |

Directions to LR W.5. from the center of

Litchficld: :
Take Foote 202 West toward Bantam. After
leaving the center of town, proceed through the
second traffic light at the intersection with Milton
Road (just past Stop & Shop shopping center on
left), Travel .6 miles past the traffic light and take
the second right ento Brush Hill Eoad. Tum right
at the firsd dirt road on right nexn o stone wall.
This iz Duck Pond Road. Procesd to driveway on
lefu afieér the bird pens, #55 Duck Pond Foad, and
you will be met there.

Yes! [ would like o support the LLEW.S. by becoming a member
Mail foc LRW.S., PO Box 210 Litchfield, CT 06759-0210

Mame:

Address:

L50H - Fross” Smowe Drinngs:

) L1000 - Mepe S1HH) = Trumpeter Swan

F2060 - Kiberian Bed-breost
Sed nf "i'l.-'l-:'-'rni.ng Hp[:lﬁh" Maolecands - 51%
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