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The last twelve months have been Filled with exciting
developments for LEWS!

Beginning a year ago, we commenced the planning
process for a substantial remweviation of our ponds and other
water habitats, Our magor ponds were constructed i the
194 s and 196075, and over the cnsuing vears, their banks
had gradually eroded, causing the ponds to become
mereasingly shallow. As a result, espectally on hot sum-
mer days, the water temperiures would risc and the
ponds would fill with algae, making less than ideal swim-
ming conditions for our ducks, peese and swans!

With the assistance of Mg Joal Hamilton Trom
Environments: Designs for Human Mature, a company
which has worked with numerous zoos, the Board devel-
oped a “master” plan, a phased plan for renovating the
Sanctuary facilitics. The first phase, which iz virually
complete, pequired dredging the ponds o a mindmum
depth of [ve feel. This necessilated approvals from the
Luchleld Inland Wetlands Commssion, which we
received in 2000, With maps and permits in hamd, we
hegan interviewing construction frmes which could assist
us with this vnusual project. Afier receiving two propos-
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als for cach aspect of the work, we began looking For the
means ( make hese dreams a reality and were thrilled o
receive two grants that would cover phase one! One grant
wis made by the Seherr Thoss Foundatons amd the other
by Mr Joseph FE Cuollman 111, Both groups ame well
known for their very gencrous philanthropic giving. The
Seherr Thoss Foundations have been instrumental o
numerpus  important projects in Litchficld, and M,
Cullman is an avid naturalist who is committed (o envi-
rommenial conservation,

The dredzing began on August s and contnued w the
end of Seplember. Lots of heavy equipment was needed,
including bulldozers, an excavator, and articulating dump
trucks, Wi trucked honlders in to be placed carcfully like
picoes of a jigsaw puzzle around the edges of the ponds ta
reduce erosion and support the banks.  Finally, the
erounds were reseeded with grass seed, and we hope that
the Bagged Robin and Queen Aone’s Lace will reseod
themselves.  As Mike Bean, our avian and operations
director, said on any given day he felt like Fred Flintstone
presiding over Bedrock and sometimes even bedbam!
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By the end of Sepiember, we began working on resur-
fcing the poods in seven of the birds” pens. This [arst
required moving all of the birds, which had been crowded
together while the large ponds were being dredged. into
other pens or back into the large ponds. Mext, droinage
pipes had to be laid 1o separate each pen’s water source
{rom the athers, and then the old concrete pools were bro-
ken up and removed. New holes were subsequently creat-
e and o swimming pool company cams 1m0 CIeale 2even
small poals. Onee completed, these pools will be easier Lo
keep clean and maintain, thes deterring the transmission
of diseases amd Improving the overall conditions Tor the
birds.
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While this his been @ busy amd exciting summer, we
are already beginning preparations for phase two of our
plan. This part of the project entails conhguring the pens
and Tencing for aur revised flock plan. This requires care-
ful consideration of how many species we plan 1o keap in
total (ourrently we have over 60 specics). In additon we
must consider which species we will focus on brecding,.
and how o display our birds Tor maximm interest and
education of our visitors. We also plan (o wstatl an addi-
tonal perimeter fence (o enhance security and comply
with the recommended guidelines of the American
Foological Association. New patfvays and boardwalks

will also be creatcd o facilitae self-guided owrs and
improve the separation of our visitors from the waterfow].
We hope vou will plan to come and see (amd @ven help)
our plans become & realify!
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NEW ARRIVALS

Druring the last year, we acquired a species we have not
had ar the Sanctuary for roughly two decades: the Cape
Barren or Cercopsis goosc.  These beautiful grey birds
with greenish-yellow beaks are native W southern
Anstralia, Tasmania and the surrounding islands.

Unlike most waterfow] which prefer aquatic environ-
ments, the Cape Bamren peese live primarily on grasslands
and in pasture areas. While they inhiabit coastal regions,
these geese rarely swim in salt waler.  BEven copulation
occurs on land, which is atypical of waterfowl. These
peese feed on succulent grasses and sedges with o high
water content 1o supplement their fluids.  Highly devel-
oped salt glands facilitate the birds® ability o extract fresh
water fromy sally grasses near the sea,

Duiring breeding. the Cereopsis cun become extrermely
teeritorial like many other species. but at other imes, they
aather in flocks. Once the hreeding season slars, they
head inland where they will use fresh water areas for
chick-rearing and molting, Nests are generally located in
arcas of high visibility in lowland pastures or oceasional-
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Iy i trees. Tepically, teese geese will lay o clutch of 3w
& egps and incobation @5 35 davs, Like maost geese, this
specics generally mates for life and hoth sexes are active
in rearing their voung,.

Dring the [0S, the number of Cereopsis geese in
the wild declined precipitously due o over-hunting. In the
ensuing vears a number of nature reserves were oreated
amd available farmimng land provided favorable habitat so
that by the late 1980s the wild population was estimated
at 16,000 o 18000 individuals. Cereopsis geess are not
abundant in captivity, and we anticipate that visitors will
be inferested and excited by the chance o see them,

COLLECTION PLAN

As renovation of the Sanciuary’s ponds nears comple-
ton, efforts are being direcied wwwards the development of
a waterlfowl collecton plan, This plan will provide a
miethod w0 insaee sl the waterfowl collecton rellects the
Sancioary's rossion, goals amd master plas both now and
ineber the future.

Components will include justification for maintaining
cerlain species, propagation plans for these specics. the
planned aoquisition of new species and the phasing oul of
others currently in the collection, Critena used 1o deter-
mine these components will be: status in caplivity amd ghe
wild, wsefulness i education programs. availability, exhi-
bitiom wabue, stafl expertize, adeguate off-exhibil propaga-
tion space, and the potential to cooperate with other cap-
tve waterfowl programs fo provide long-term manage-
ment. While the Sanctoary’s collection plan will provide
ruidance, it will be alse be Oexible enough 1o allow the
Sanctoary o react w the chanzing availability of water-
fowl, the development of new programs and the changing
needs of existing programs.

Tour INFORMATION

Tours are available on Saturdays in June and July at
200 pam, The ¢ostis 38,00 per person; children under 12
are [ree, Please call (BB 567-1691 for further inforima-
tion or send us an emal ol duckpondroad @spelnet.
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Dircctions to LEWS from Litchlield center: Take Bie.
202 West toward Bantam. From the center of wown, trivel
0.8 miles to waffic light (just past Stop & Shop shopping
center on lefth and turn right st tee light onto dilton Boad.
Travel 1.2 miles on Milton Boad, taking the dsaed left e
anto Duck Pond Boad, o small dint road. Proceed 003
miles 1o the thind diveway on the night, marked with
woden sign for Livingston Ripley Waterfow! Sanctuary.
You will he met there,






