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LRWS Hires NEw REsgarcH DIRECTOR
The fall of 2004 has
been an eXCiling Ume as
the Livingston Ripley
Waterfowl  Sanctuary
hirgd Burt Hundgen as
s st Director of
Research., Education,
and Conservation. Kunt
cirme Troom the Wildlle
Conservation  Sociely
(which opecrates  the
Bronx Aol where he
has worked for the past 21 -vears, In the early [980°s he
began working as Bird Eeeper ot the Zoo and camed suc-
vessive promotions W Principal Sentor Avicultunst, He has
warked with a diversity of birds and specialized in water-
Fowel, s well as in Froit Doves, Storks, Birds of Paradise
and African Bee-caters, He was appointed Nosth American
Stdbeok Helder for the Mavritivs Pink Pigeon and
Intermational Swdbook Holder for the Red Bird of Parsdise,

In 1996, he became AXAS* Specics Survival Plan
Coordinator for the Mauritius Pink Pigeon.  In addition,
kaurt gained expertise in collection planning. conservation
progeams and exhilbit design, This expenence will prove
ivaluable wothe Sanctuary as 0 continues 1 ransfonmm-
von frome o privele collection w becoming o world-class
facility for the propagation of rare and endangered specics
of waterfowl,

Kurt expresses enthusiasm over what he sees as the
tremendous polential of the Sancivary. “ln most zo0s,” Kot
says Uwaterfow!] are present coly as a complement w large
mavnmmals - often called charismatic vertebrates by woos.
Here ar the Sancteary waterfow] are the major focus. The
new [acilities ot the Sanctuary will allow staff 1o conduct
various kinds of collection management that will enhance
waterfowl captive hushandry, For example, ooe of the new
ponds that was recently deedged will howse o swan exhibil
Uhat will west whether flocks of Coscoroba and Black Swans
can inhabit the same large enclosure and hreed successiul-

ly."

Kurt Huenidgen

Kaurt hopes to attiriet more graduate students o conduct
research on waterfow] genetics and hehavior amd o sidy
vanous envaconrmental 1ssues associled with waterfowl,
such as the effect waterlfow] vsage has on water guality.

Eourt agrees that wetland conservation is waterfow] con-
servation, From breeding fo feeding to wintering and shel-
ter, wetlands play a major role in the survival of mearly all
species of waterfowl,  The success of a caplive bresding
program for an endangered species destned for reintroduc-
tion depends on the availability of suitahle habitat for
release, While effors are underway i this country o pro-
tect wetlands, the same cannot Be said of many couniries
around the world, In India. for example, wetlands are being
degraded af an alarming rate due o pesticides and deaining
for agriculioral use, The Salim Al Centre Tor Ormatbaology
and Matueal History (SACOMN) 15 working on this problem
and believes that focusing on homan needs for clean water
will help conserve wetlands, - Kot hopes 10 coondinate
research conducted in ke US with SACON's work on
warlerfow!] and wetlands in India, S

One of the ways w help people wnderstand the wpor-
tance of habitat and  biodiversity 15 through edocation.
Since the lessons of cnviconmental stewardship bogin mt
home, Kurt anticipatcs involving the local Litchticld com-
iy more diregily in dhis effon, pamicularly kKids of all
ages. As the Sancwary Jdevelops moere edwcational exhibits,
rangimg from the Wood Duck conservation eflons during
the 1%40°% to the global distribution of waterfiow], Kun
anficipates thal LRWS can play a pivotal role in educiiing
visitors on the challenges waterfow] and their habitars are
CRCOURTETing.

Kurt received a BS i Wildhfe Biology from Colorade
Sate University and an M3 in Animal Biology from
Fordham University.  In the carly [98075 he with the
Colorade Davision of Wildlife where he investigated the
winter distribution paiierns and juvenile recnilment rales of
the Sage Grovse, Ko alse developed educational maferi-
als oo promote staee wildbfe policies w0 public inenest
eroups. Pror (o his work in Colomada, Eurl was an urban
park ranger in New York Citv and served as a Wildlife
Technician for the 115, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Additionally, as a student, he conducted wildlife populanon
censuses in Kenva, Malawi, amd South Adrvica,

Kurl currently hives with his wale and 2 children in
Muohopac, MY, In his spane time, Kuort enjovs outdoosr Lund-
scaping, recreational sports, and traveling.

FThe Amcrcan oo anid Aquariom Association s dedicarcd 1o
thie mbvancement of pocs and wpearioms in the areas of conserva-
Lok, sducation, scieme, wid recreation.

FRWS: promeing ke comsenmtion of rave amd endengered waterfend erd tieir Fabitars throngh propogmron, educarion amd rerearci



2004 CoRE SPECIES BREEDING RESULTS
The spring of 2004 brought breeding results Trom all
three LEWS core species - the Meller’s Duck, the Bewick's
Swan, and the White-headed Duck - all of which had heen
imported from Evrope in 2001 and 2002

The Meller's Ducks { Anas melleri) were imporned from
the MNetherdands in December of 2002, From two breeding
pairs at LRWS, thineen ducklings were fledged. These
ducks will be integrated into the LRWS breeding program.
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Our adult pair of Bewick’s Swan (Cygnus . bewickii)
benefited from sdditonal lighting provided to simulate a
longer datly photopenod needed by many arctic nesting
species 1o stimulate breeding. After weeks of nest building
and vigorously defending a small termtory, the female Laid a
clutch of four eggs. The eggs were checked for viability,
but unfortunately only one proved fertile. Nevertheless, the
fertile epg was succesafully haiched and fledged. Because
of the effectiveness of the artificial lighting for the swans,
sl season we will use the light system o encourage breed-
ing fior our second pair of Bewick's Swan, as well as our
Siberian Red-breasted Geese (Branta ruficollis). which will
he of breeding age next spring. All of these species nest in
or near the Arctic Circle

Bewicds Swan cygnet

The White-headed Duck (Oxyura leucocephala) is
known to be a rather reluctant breeder in captivity,  Our
breeding flock produced three eggs in July, all of which
proved infertile. Nonetheless, this year's eggs, though infer-
tle, are @ very positive stan, as we now know we have at
least one laying female. With new breeding pens slated for
use in the 2005 breeding season, we will be able o separaie
our flock into separale pairs to establish strong pair bonds,
This year. LRWS’ two males seemed preoccupied with
defending their space and termitory from each other, an
activity which may have affected their ferulity. With this
issue addressed, we have high hopes for the White-headed
Dicks in 20H05!

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW BREEDING PENS
In keeping with the Sanctuary’s Master Plan developed
in 2002, this year the Sanctuary has begun construction of &
new breeding facility. Gone is the greenhouse which for
wears served as the wintering shelter for the less handy birds,
and in its place are 15 individual breeding pens. These new
pens will facilitate selective breeding of our core species.
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Active management of breeding has been difficult given
the lack of small dedicated pens to allow separalion of
breeding pairs.  For example, this year the three female
White-headed Ducks on site failed o produce any fertile
eggs despite the presence of two males. The males were
actively engaged in protecting their territory and spent 100
much of their time fighting! When the new pens are com-
pleded. hopefully by year end, each pen will have its own
water supply and thick vegetation for privacy, Parents will
be allowed o rear their voung independently, and we hope
for sucoesstul breeding next spring?

We are very thankful for the penerous donations from
the Scherr-Thoss Charitable Trust and the Marilyn M.
Simpson Charitable Trust which made this project possible.



CaancinG Faces at LRWS

1 Mike Bean who has heen with the
| Sanctuary since 1989 has recently
announced that he &5 returning (o his
family roots in upstate New York.
Mike was hired by Dr. Ripley and
has been an integral part of what
was then known as Paddling Ponds,
later knovern as LEWS. Both Dr. and
Mrs, Ripley appreciated Mike's
enthusiasm for the birds and his
interests in raising ducklings amd adding new specics to the
eollection, Dr. Ripley and Mike used 1o disappear for long
hours among the ponds where they shared a sense of won-
der and excitement about the diversity of species. Mike also
shared his love of plants with both the Ripleys. He became
such an ardent enthusiast for the Night Blooming Cerious,
for example. that the Ripleys would hold Night Blooming
Cerious parties in the summer so their guests could enjoy
the sight and fragrance of these spectacular flowers,

In recent years Mike has helped oversee the dramatic
renovation of the ponds and pens. He has balanced the daiky
needs of the birds with the requirements of being i project
manager, working with contractors, digging wells, building
barns, dredging ponds and laying fencing. At the same
time, Mike has gone hack 10 school 1o continee his studies in
Bialogy.

Crver the last 15 vears, Mike has been at the epicenter of
LEWS. He has managed numerous demands and has kept
the waterfowl collection swimming along af the same lime.
While we recognize that it is time for Mike 0w move on o
new endeavors, we have greatly appreciated his numerous
contributions and will miss him!

We are very pleased to extend
a# warm welcome o lan Gereg
who recently joined the Full-
time stalf ar the Sancluary as
Assistant Aviculuralist. Tan has
been working pan-time at the
Sancary  since 1998 with
{ duties spanaing daily care and
management of the watcrfowl
collection, mauntenance of the
Facility, and guided wours through the collection,

lan was raised around waterfowl and wok an active
interest in them from the time he was a small boy. He even
ordered his first ducklings by mail order!  lan currently
maintaing his own collection of Pintails, Cape Bamen
Geese, Wigeons, Andean Geese, and Avsiralian Wood
Ducks and has been actively involved in the captive bread-
ing of many of them,

lan is a4 member of bodh the APWS and the IWWA, In

fan Crereg

June 2004 Tan gradusted from Unily College in Maine
where he majored in Environmental Science and has recent-
Iy returned from the Alaska Seal.ife Center in Alaska where
he worked as an intern over the summer conducting field
research on Puffins and Spectacled and Stellar's Eiders.

2004 ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

1 On June 5 Dr. Bruce Bechler

engaged an attentive audience of
supparlers recounting his experi-
ences carrying oul ornithological
research and nature copservation
on the great tropical island of
Mew Guinea, He began by paying
tribute 1o D, 8, Dillon Kipley for
his groundbreaking work there.
D, Bechler described the process
in which ressarch builds on carli-
er foundations.  De. Ripley std-
jed Birds of Paradise i Mew
Guinea in the 1930°s and 19607,
Dr. Beehler conducted additional work on this group of
birds in the 1970's and 1980's. He discussed environmen-
tal conservation and the critical role of loca forest-dwelling
communities o the cause of nature conservation in New
Guinea and elsewhere in the tropies. He argued that suc-
cessful nature conservation requires respect for and under-
standing of the needs of local Torest-dwellers in order Lo
benefit from  their knowledge of the environment.
Ultimately, Beehler beligves that conservation can only be
accomplished by engaging local people in the process of
managing natural resouwrces. Without the support and active
participation of local stakeholders, conservation programs
will languish, whether they are in faraway New Guinea or
in Latchiield County,

Hird of Paradise

Dk, Vilavan Yisirs LRWS

or. Vijayan 15 the
Exccutive Director
of the Salim Al
Ornithological
Center (3ACON)
Iocated i Yhadras,
India. [Dr. Sahim r
Ali was India’s [0 2
leading omitholo- &8

cist and natuealist
and & long-time |

colleague, =
author and  (reend i é
of Dr. Ripley. . .
LEWS and SaCON 2F YUeven

are investigating areas of mutual cooperation,






